PROTO-HISTORIC SARCOPHAGI ON BALI 


by 
H. R. van HEEKEREN 


The records on the existence and the discoveries of stone sarcophagi on the Island of 
Bali are scattered over some newspaper articles, in which precise information is commonly 
lacking, and a few articles in the magazine ,,Nederlandsch Indië Oud en Nieuw”, which I shall 
quote briefly. 


The only expert on this subject, the late Dr. P. V. van Stein Callenfels, excavated one 
or more sarcophagi in 1931, but he never published any report, This paper, therefore, can 
give no more than a rather gloomy account of a series of dubious records, gross negligence 
and desecrations of sarcophagi so far as they have been found. 


At the end I will deal with the results of a recent excavation of two sarcophagi at 
Nongan, the contents of which have unfortunately been lost. Having finished the excavation, 
we visited the other sarcophagi, the main purpose being to study them closer and make 
additional notes. 


In my work I was assisted by Mr Soejono and Mr Basuki. 


Tanggahan-Pekan 


The first to discover a sarcophagus on Bali was the Officer P. de Kat Angelino ” although 
he did not grasp its meaning. In 1921 in the Pura Penataran in the village of Tanggahan-Pekan 
(Susut, Bangli) he noticed on object that must be sacred because it was covered by a 
white-cloth. When, on his request the cloth was taken away, he saw what according to the 
Balinese, was a stone ship, but he himself took it for a stone pig-trough. The photograph 
which accompanies his article, however, clearly proves that it was a small sarcophagus with 
typical knobs, two on the front and two on the back ; the lid was absent. 


On inquiry it appeared that the stone had been found in a ricefield some thirty years 
ago. A few years later, when an epidemical eye-disease broke out which affected almost 
everybody, the stone was moved to the temple. There it is worshipped now as a copy of the 
ship of the Goddess Ida Ratu Mas Meketel who is married to the Batara of the Raung volcano 
in East Java and lives on the shore of Lake Batur. The stone, so the story runs, grows some 
centimetres every year. 


In 1928 Mooijen visited the same stone coffin which was moved in the meantime into the 
Sanctuary. The greatest length of the cist is only 0.97 metres and the greatest breadth 0.58 
metres. This specimen is, as far as we could find out, the smallest ever found on Bali » 
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Some years later, in January 1925, Mr. E. Evertsen discovered two large sarcophagi in 
the rice-fields near the village of Manuaba, east of Tegallalang. The mutual distance between 
the two is approximately 150 metres. Both are extending in north-south direction. Nieuwenkamp 
3 was the first to describe them and he published a good drawing of the best preserved 
example. 


At that time neither Nieuwenkamp nor Mooijen *'did recognize the significance of the 
objects under consideration ; the former, however, was already on the right track when in the 
last part of his paper he assumed that it was not improbable that the so called troughs were 
prehistoric graves of which some examples had already been found in Java and elsewhere. 


On our tour we visited Manuaba on the 7th November 1954, Manuaba I is the best 
preserved one. A small sanctuary has been built over the grave, which is named after the 
sarcophagus : Pura Batu Lusu. It had partially sunk in the ground. Front and back have the 
same breadth : 0.90 metres. The greatest length of the lid where it meets the coffin is 2.59 
metres. It is the biggest sarcophagus sofar found on Bali. In the middle of the lid is an oblong 
ridge ; the longest sides of lid and coffin have two protruding knobs (30 X 35 centimetres). 
Consequently, the whole sarcophagus has eight knobs. 


Manuaba II greatly corresponds with the former, but the breadth at the north part (0.90 
metres) is greater than at the south (0.75 metres). The greatest length is 2.54 metres ; the 
knobs are well preserved and protrude 13 centimetres. 


The sarcophagi round Tegallalang are so large that the dead could easily be buried at 
full length; besides, they are large enough to contain more than one body. 


It is to be noted that in the Pura Dalam at Manuaba, fragments of a stone mould with a 
clearly recognizable mask ornament, are stored. It is the mould of a large ‘mokko’ (a later form 
of kettledrums) of the Pedjeng type ; hence, these drums were not imported, the smelting of 
bronze from copper and lead (or copper and tin) and the practise of casting drums were well- 
known on Bali. It seems reasonable to suppose that the drums of the Pedjeng type antedate 
the hindu-balinese period. 


Kaliki 


Another large sarcophagus, of which the lid is absent, was found in the Pura Gunung 
Kawi *, west of Tegallalang. On the 9" November 1954 the place was visited by my co- 
operators; several drawings, photographs and additional notes were made. The greatest 
length is 2.37 metres, the breadth at the south part 0.85 ,metres, at the north 0.88 metres. The 
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greatest height 0.65-0.58 metres. The round protruding knobs at the westside have a diameter 
of 50 centimetres, those at the eastside 48 X 51 and 40 X 50 centimetres respectively. 


Busungbiyu 


In May 1928, a small sarcophagus was brought to light at an old burial place in the rice 
fields of Lebah Sangga near Busungbiyu along the road from Buleleng to Tabanan in North 
Bali. Dr Korn © was the first to give a description, while Mooijen ” published more details and 
added some drawings and a photograph after its reconstruction. 


It appeared that the sarcophagus had not been disturbed. One of its short sides bore 
two knobs on the cist as well as on the lid, the other short side had only one. Made of soft 
tuff, the greatest length was 1.10 metres and the greatest breadth as well as the height 0.80 
metres. 


After having been opened, it displayed an adult human skeleton in ultra contracted 
position. The find would have been of much greater importance, had there been an expert to 
guide the excavation. No photographs were taken, and the skeleton fell to pieces because the 
bones had not been prepared before they were touched. Even so, this discovery will prove to 
be sufficiently important to suggest an interpretation of the meaning of the small sarcophagi. 
The sarcophagus also contained an oxidized bronze fragment. The inhabitants of Busungbiyu 
reported that formerly four other sarcophagi were found, which contained bronze rings and 
a spear-head. 


Petang 


In 1930, September 16, near the village of Petang near Denpasar, the reparation of a road 
brought to light several sarcophagi which appeared to have been interred in an old burial 
place. The site was littered with potsherds among which occurred those of gourd-shaped 
pots with long, straight necks. When Korn © arrived at the spot, three sarcophagi had already 
been smashed and looted. Unfortunately, it is not clear at all from the newspaper article on 
this find, which are Korn’s own records and which the workmen’s. One of the sarcophagi 
contained a human skeleton in a squatted position but again, upon touching them, the bones 
were reduced to powder owing to the above mentioned negligence. The sarcophagus had 
the same dimensions as the Busungbiyu example, only there were two knobs at the front and 
two on the back, both on coffin and lid. The excavation also yielded many bronze objects, 
which comprises a number of rings of various sizes, some of them flat, others round; large 
hollow anklets or bracelets are 12 centimetres in diametres; peculiar spiral-shaped fingerrings 
which cover the whole finger ” and fragments of tangentspirals, forming parts of a necklace 
' It is worth noting that Dr Korn also reports the occurrence of stone axes and spear-heads, 
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which proves that stone had been maintained as material for tools at the time that metal was 


introduced on Bali, Unfortunately again, no description of the tools was added, nor, for that — 


matter, is there record of their present whereabouts. 


Bheng, Gianyar 


From a rambling statement in one of the numbers of De Java Bode of 1931, it appears — 


that van Stein Callenfels has excavated at least one sarcophagus at Bheng. The catalogue of 
the Jakarta Museum mentions, under the numbers 1447-1457, some bronze objects which 
seem to be orginating- from Bheng, but whether they have been found in the sarcophagi is 
not clear. There is, however, sufficient proof that these objects really belong to the Bheng 
find '') They consist of anklets, bracelets, fingerrings, small U-shaped beard pincers, spiral 
ornaments, peaked bell-shaped pendants and a number of small-sized shovels. The latter are 
too fragile for utensils and were meant as funeral gifts. The spiral ornaments are fragments of 
tangent spirals which formed part of a necklace or necklaces '”, 


Pujungan 

During levelling at Pujungan on the road from Buleleng to Tabanan in 1950, another 
small sarcophagus came to light. The workmen smashed one of the lid’s sides and pocketed 
the funeral gifts. 


Dronkers '* published a photograph of the sarcophagus after it had been smashed and 
another with some funeral gifts. It contained no skeleton ; the inhabitants, on the contrary, 
told us that human bones had been found and that they had cremated them according to the 
Balinese custom. The sarcophagus had two knobs at the front and the back of lid and coffin. 


The site was inspected by our team on the 6" of November 1954. The sarcophagus was 
for the greatest part covered with shrubs and earth and did not show much. Fortunately, 
most of the finds are still preserved by the villagehead. There are three necklaces '® composed 
of 30-40 tangent-spirals which are linked together by small rings. The length of the three 
bronze necklaces range from 69 to 89 to 99 centimetres ; the largest spirals of the three 
chains, are in the middle, whence the spirals diminish in size towards the ends where they 
measure 9.2 milimetres in diameter. There are in addition three simple flat bronze bracelets 
with a diameter of respectively 51.5,61.5 and 55.9 milimetres. The last is decorated with 
incised parallel lines. Then there are some beads, one of which is made of carnelian (22.9 X 
23.6 milimetres) and two beads of pale blue glass, 7.8 and 7.5 milimetres long respectiely, 


Ll. Jbhid 1447 small shovels ; 
1448 3 bell-shaped pendants; 
1449 | small shaped : 55 x 50 x 13 milimetres ; 
1450 3 human teeth ; 
1451 78 fragments of small shovels ; 
1452 [1 spiral ornaments with a diameter of 17 mm ; 
1453 4 fragments of spiral ornaments ; 
1454 27 rings, round, the ends bent against cach other . 
1455 | U-shaped beard pincers; 
1456 3 round rings ; 
1457 | ring, bent, screw-like with an interspace of 


59 mm. between the ends. 


Lake Bratan 


A number of stone troughs on the shore and mountain slopes of Lake Bratan had 
remained unnoticed till the late Dr W.F. Stutterheim reported them in a short note '*’. They are 
approximately one metre long and half a metre deep. The author reports that they are always 
found in odd pairs, and that no lids have been discovered, further, that the troughs have no 
special grooves in which to fit the lids (in this respect I want to emphasize that the Balinese 
sarcophagi have no special grooves, either). 


The inhabitants of this area assumed that the objects in question had a meaning in 
connection with former human sarcrifice and this may be an indication that they once contained 
human bones. 


The importance of the discovery lies partly in the fact that it shows quite distinctive 
features of its own. The primary problem, however, is whether or not the stone troughs are 
sarcophagi. In some respects they bear resemblance to them. Their occurrence in pairs 
suggests that one is the coffin, the other the lid. This opinion is strengthened by the fact that 
there are no differences in shape between coffins and lids on Bali. 


There is, however, one notable difference. The Bratan troughs have no protruding knobs 
and this is an essential characteristic of the Balinese sarcophagi. 


It seems clear from these observations that no definite opinion can be expressed regarding 
the meaning of the Bratan stone troughs. One large stone trough has been reported, too, east 
of Candikoening near Tabanan '® and another one is in the Pura Dalam near Denpasar. 
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